










































































































the wind catch with the evaporative cooler and dust filter as we feel that 

this technolo~J has a potential use in the Chikal climate. Development 

Workshop would be pleased to set up a demonstration of the system on a 

future trip to Chikal . 

Because entry to the building is now only made via the courtyard, 

the south entrance to the Literacy Centre has been made redundant and 

closed. 

Evaluation of the Original Building Progranme 

Both from discussion and from the visual evidence it would appear 

that the aims of the original progracrme carried out by Allan Cain have been 

successfully met. Following from the introduction of the two types of 

vault and dome roof technology used i he Literacy Centre and the small 

original building put up in the ~~ cc~pound, there are now several new 

buildings using the same roofir.g tecb~ologies: the meteorological station, 

two vaults in the PTV compound, a priva~e house in Chikal and another, as 

yet incomplete, house iJl a nearby "Tillage. 

There is an apparen e-::a!: &'-- ore building with these technologies. 

Participants in the cri~~al ~ai~ing programme feel that they could 

do more work but lack ccn:idence. ~ey expressed a need for guidance and 

a period of revision ~~d conso~idation of what they learnt originally. 

Builders and others in the vi~~age all spoke enthusiastically of the type 

of vault and dome systems used here ar.d :elt that they had good potential 

and acceptability. 

The ?roject Tapis Vert field staff and I'~. Idrissa, Director of the 

PTV in Niamey, requested th~t Develop~ent Workshop prepare an outline for 

a further training progra~me for builders, which could be held in the 

au~n of 1983. This progra~me is submitted separately . 
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al floor tile 
b interlocking roof tile 
c solid block 
d semi hollow block 

Photo shows the DW-Ram with 
demountable mould box for 
30 x 15 x 10 cm. block. 

Putcnt Pending 
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DW -Ram 

'l'he DW-llllln lu 11 JHWI.nldn "'"' .V 1,(1 11 
machine for· makl111-5 luw 1111111. llltwk"••, r' f•ftl 
tiles and a VILI'htt.y uf oUtc•r· ltul hill 
componen la. 'l'ho hI~~~ rHKIIpr' ciuulou 

developed by lh 1 u mHnuu I Jll·u 1111 nt\111/1 
the use of local sol I u for· l.lw Jll ' OthHHl .l on 
of strong durable blooku w.l t.h " uduJmul 
amount of lime or cement.. 

Features of the DW-Rams 

• Interchangeable mould box allowu 
fabrication of blocka of differun t. u.l.zu 
and shape, interlocking roof tilou, 
floor tiles, channel sections & other 
elements. 

I· One simple action of the lever arm 
both compresses and ejects block, 
reducing labour and production time. 

• Production rate up to 800 high 
quality blocks per day. 

Light weight machine ( 57kg ) can be 
carried by one person in two detachable 
sections. 

~ Easily used and maintained with no 
special skills. 

• Enables the establishment of materials 
production units even in remote 
locations 

:• Great savings in transport and material 
cost • 
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